ABOUT LAFTI
Land for Tillers' Freedom (LAFTI) is a non-governmental organization, founded in 1981, in south India.  Their mission is to raise the social status of impoverished Dalit families ("untouchables") living in rural villages.  LAFTI's projects include land distribution and cultivation, housing construction, youth housing & education, adult vocational training, domestic animal distribution, and other forms of emergency assistance.  These projects:

· create opportunities for promoting a sense of purpose, power and independence, especially for women.  

· create a new atmosphere of social cohesion through working together in community activities; 

· and generate participation between the beneficiaries, the government and the public in raising social standards of the poor in society. 
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Most village workers work for very low wages in the rice fields as forced laborers.  To break this cycle, LAFTI established micro-credit loans to help families buy an acre of land.  LAFTI negotiates with the Indian government for land subsidies and with the banks for reduced interest loans.  To date, LAFTI has helped 12,000 families purchase over 12,000 acres.
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Another LAFTI goal is to replace dilapidated huts (made of mud, straw, and thatch) with decent weatherproof housing.  LAFTI recruited an army of volunteers who travel from village to village, building houses for each family.  Village residents save the down payment for their new homes and help with the work.  This project is an example of LAFTI's skill at forming partnerships between various groups of people.  The villagers pay for the foundations of their houses and the Indian government provides the money for the roofs.  Funding for the walls is provided by LAFTI's outside benefactors, many of them abroad.
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Through mobile training units, LAFTI provides a wide range of vocational training courses in building construction, agriculture, office skills, and tailoring.  All programs are six months long, and participants receive a small monthly stipend.  

The hope for village communities lies with educating the children.  While traveling through the villages, LAFTI staff found young children left home alone while their parents toiled in the fields.  Older children often had to quit school to help support the family.  These tragic conditions led LAFTI to develop three boarding hostels for about 150 children, ranging from ages 8 to 18. Children attend neighborhood schools while LAFTI provides for their room and board and other basic needs.

Many of LAFTI's projects are partially funded by friends around the world.  In the USA, tax-deductible donations may be sent to: 



Friends of LAFTI Foundation

5987 Caminito Yucatan, San Diego, CA 92108
To inquire about LAFTI's activities, to request a speaker for your group or organization, or to make an on-line donation, please contact us or visit our website at:
http://friendsoflafti.org

E-mail:
FRIENDSofLAFTI@gmail.com 

Phone:  619-284-5372



�





�





�





�








The Friends of LAFTI Foundation is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization.

Tax Identification number: #45-0586090.


